
August 15, 2011 
CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor Pro Tem Hammond at 7:02 p.m. 

LOCATION:  City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

         Present: Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Doyle, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 

          Absent: Mayor McDonald, Council Member Kittle  

 Also Present:    City Manager Auger, Assistant City Manager Tanghe, Lt. Cas Miarka, City Attorney 
Beckerleg, City Assessors Bennett & Lohmeier, Community Development Director 
Cohen, Executive Assistant Marsh, DPS Director Melchert, Deputy DPS Director Grice, 
Public Utilities Manager Harran, Water Resource Coordinator Keenan, Recreation 
Director Marzolf, Library Director McCoy, Deputy Treasurer Keiser, Community Relations 
Director Carroll, Fleet Manager Skinner, City Engineer Juidici, TIFA Member Ardelean, 
TIFA Chairman Bennett, Planning Commissioner Verbeke 

   29 Guests           

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4a. Regular City Council Minutes – August 15, 2011 
Moved by Mr. Newkirk; Seconded by Mr. Knight. 

RESOLVED: To approve the August 15, 2011 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes. 
VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
   No: None        Motion carried (5-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.148 

5. APPOINTMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Sandra Dunn, a Bloomfield Orchards resident wanted to alert the City that there are coyotes along the Clinton 
River Trail, noting her son was out walking during daylight hours when he was being followed by two coyotes.  
Generally coyotes don’t stalk people unless their food supply is running low and she is concerned because the 
trail runs through two neighborhoods.   

Mr. McDaniel asked if there is anything the City can do about the coyotes; he too, has seen them during daylight 
hours. 

Mr. Auger stated it was looked into a few years ago, and it’s an animal control issue and until something bad 
happens there isn’t anything the City is able to do. 

Mr. McDaniel didn’t think waiting until something bad happens was a solution to the problem. 

Lt. Miarka stated he would check with animal control to see what can be done. 

Ms. Doyle noted there has been much national media coverage regarding coyotes and the recommendation is to 
carry a big stick or golf club.  She suggested the citizens be made aware of the fact that there are still wild 
animals living in the area.  

Mr. Knight suggested residents report any sightings, which would allow a compilation of where the most 
sightings are and making sure people pay more attention in those areas. 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

Ms. Doyle requested that 7a. and 7g. be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

Mr. Newkirk requested that 7f. be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

7b. Motion – Approve Traffic Control Order SL 2011-1 setting the speed limit on Harmon Road from Lapeer Road 
(M-24) to Joslyn Road at 45 MPH. 
RESOLVED: To approve Traffic Control Order SL 2011-1 establishing the speed limit on Harmon Road 
from Lapeer Road (M-24) to Joslyn Road at 45 MPH. 

7c. Motion – Approve 2011 Street Marking Program and Contract Extension  
RESOLVED: To extend the final year of the 2009 Street Marking bid to PK Contracting, 1965 Barrett, 
Troy, Michigan 48084 at a cost estimate of $ 1,663.00 for local street markings, and $ 26,086.22 for 
major street markings.  Further, to allow the City Manager to approve any change orders that increase 
or decrease the total approved estimate to bring a successful conclusion to the project.  

The City of Auburn Hills 

City Council Meeting 

Minutes 
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7d.Motion – Approve Revised Resolution for Commercial Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate for Legend Value 
and Fitting, Inc.  
RESOLVED: To approve the request for a Commercial Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate by 
adopting the attached revised resolution.   

7e. Motion – Approve the Purchase of One (1) 2012 3/4 Ton Work Pickup Truck 
RESOLVED: To approve the purchase of one (1) 2012 regular cab 3/4 ton 4 x 4 work truck with 9’ Boss 
super-duty trip edge plow be awarded to Bill Snethkamp Dodge, 6131 S; Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing, 
MI  48911 at a cost of $27,277.15. 

7h. Motion - Appointment of Acting City Clerk 
RESOLVED: To appoint Thomas A. Tanghe as Acting City Clerk until such time a new City Clerk is 
appointed.  

Moved by Mr. McDaniel; Seconded by Mr. Newkirk. 
RESOLVED: To approve Consent Agenda items 7b. 7c, 7d, 7e, and 7h.  

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
   No: None        Motion carried (5-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.149 

7a. Board & Commission Minutes 

7a.1. Beautification Advisory Commission – July 27, 2011 
7a.2. Tax Increment Finance Authority – August 9, 2011 

Moved by Ms. Doyle; Seconded by Mr. Knight. 
 RESOLVED: To approve Board and Commission Meeting Minutes  
VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
   No: None        Motion carried (5-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.150 

7f. Motion – Approve the Purchase of Two (2) 2012 Police Package Patrol Vehicles 
Moved by Mr. Knight; Seconded by Mr. Newkirk. 

RESOLVED: To approve the purchase of two (2) 2012 Dodge Charger Police Packages be awarded to 
Bill Snethkamp Dodge, 6131 S; Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing, MI  48911 at a cost of $22,513.00 each for 
a total of $45,026.00. 

VOTE:  Yes:  Knight, Newkirk, Doyle, McDaniel, Hammond    
        No:   None        Motion carried (5-0)  

RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.151           

7g. Motion – Phase I of the Riverwalk Scope of Services 
Moved by Ms. Doyle; Seconded by Mr. McDaniel. 

RESOLVED: To approve the costs associated with the Scope of Design Services provide by OHM 
Engineering Services for the Riverwalk Implementation Phase 1 - Riverside Park Preliminary Plan 
Development in the not-to-exceed amount of $69,980.00.  Further, to approve the Geotechnical 
Services estimated cost of $4,000.00 to be provided by Shleede-Hampton Associates under a separate 
contract. 

VOTE:  Yes:  Knight, Newkirk, Doyle, McDaniel, Hammond    
       No:   None      

RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.152       Motion carried (5-0)  

8. OLD BUSINESS  

8a. Public Hearing/Motion and Confirmation Roll and Resolution #5 for the Proposed Forester Square at Auburn 
Village Road Improvements SAD 
Mayor Pro Tem Hammond opened the public hearing at 7:33 p.m.  

Shawn Bright, 3866 Forester Blvd. serves as treasurer of the homeowners association. The homeowners 
association and Mr. Beckerleg have a difference of opinion regarding the indemnification; should protests be 
taken to the Michigan tax tribunal.  It is the associations legal opinion that earlier this year when the association 
and the city entered into a master agreement the document contained a ‘whereas’ clause that made reference to 
the association seeking a special assessment district with the City.  In the document overall there are several 
issues being addressed one being from a SAD prospective at the time the city decided to bring two builders into 
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the community and lastly the land acquired through Oakland county due to tax forfeiture.  It is his opinion, as a 
result of how the document was crafted and signed or executed that prior concessions that the association had 
offered earlier during the discussion period were no longer considered to be necessary for when the SAD was to 
be acted upon or concluded.  There was more than one concession offered at that time, now for some reason 
there is only one concession to be incorporated from a paper work prospective by Mr. Beckerleg.  One of the 
items in the agreement, item 7 on page two of the agreement states ‘the City and the association hereby agree 
that this agreement sets forth their entire agreement with respects to manners described herein and that all prior 
oral and written communications regarding same have been merged into this final expression of all the terms and 
conditions agreed upon’.  And it’s his opinion that this would have precluded any of the other items that would 
have been talked about and not incorporated into this agreement. This is where there is a difference of opinion 
between himself and Mr. Beckerleg.   

Mr. Bright distributed a three-page document to Council.  Continuing Mr. Bright wasn’t sure the objecting 
homeowner would choose to file with the  Michigan tax tribunal for a full protest.   He asked for public record the 
name and address of the individual who is in opposition. 

Mr. Beckerleg stated the property owner is Lynn Mattson, 3977 Forester Boulevard.  

Mr. Bright continued, if Ms. Mattson or another homeowner proceeds to the Michigan tax tribunal, he agrees there 
will be a cost to the city.  The association still needs to come forth with previous oral and written communications 
which they would offer to indemnify the city to $40,000 in legal costs.  There was more than one concession 
offered, but yet there is only this particular one that is being sought after. So from the consistency prospective, 
time has not allowed for the association to interact with City staff to determine the difference of opinion.   

Ms. Hammond asked Mr. Beckerleg if anyone from the City has tried to contact Mr. Bright or another member of 
the homeowners association.   

Mr. Beckerleg stated Mr. Cohen had sent an e-mail earlier in the day to Mr. Bright, regarding this and explaining 
the City’s position.  It’s important that the record reflect this agreement that was ultimately signed, it was the 
function of the meeting of March 29, 2011, at that meeting, it was Mr. Alexander that represented the association 
brought an agreement that contained a number of issues pertaining to this special assessment district, including 
in paragraph five, that is fairly detailed.  We, the City, explained the purpose of the meeting as well as the purpose 
of the agreement was not to deal with issues pertaining to the special assessment district but to deal with issues 
pertaining to the sale of the 48 lots in Forester Square.  The two builders requested a waiver from the 
homeowners association to exempt them from the homeowner’s fees and dues; otherwise they weren’t willing to 
proceed with the property purchase.  As a result of that meeting, Mr. Alexander removed the paragraph from the 
agreement pertaining to the special assessment district and focused on the sale and waivers of the 48 lots.  The 
March 29

th 
meeting was necessary, because Council stipulated specifics were essential by April 1

st
 for the City 

Manager to proceed  with special assessment process.   

Continuing Mr. Beckerleg agreed paragraph 7 of the agreement refers to the full understanding of the parties as 
to the sale of the 48 lots; it does not address any special assessment issues.  The City in good faith, fully 
expected the association to honor the commitment that they had made back in November 2010, which is one of 
the reasons Council approved and instructed the City manager to begin the whole process.  The City has worked 
very hard and with a great expense to get to this point.   

John Perry, 312 Beverly, stated he hadn’t received any notice regarding the SAD until he received this current 
notice from the City.   He suggested he might be the second property owner to object to the SAD and asked how 
all the property owners were identified and if they agreed. 

Mr. Beckerleg explained when challenging a special assessment an individual has to appear at the meeting to 
object or an objection can be submitted in writing to the City Clerk prior to the meeting.   

Mr. Beckerleg asked Mr. Perry if he was objecting to the special assessment.  

Mr. Perry stated he wasn’t opposed, he wanted to know why he wasn’t informed of what is going on. 

Responding to Mr. Perry, Mr. Beckerleg explained the special assessment costs pertain to the current property 
owners; the builders would only purchase the lots if they were guaranteed they wouldn’t be charged for the 
assessment and association fees and dues.  However, there is a provision that when homes are built on those 
properties there will be a certain amount of money at the closing that will be applied to the special assessment, 
which will reduce the amount of all property owners’ liability.   
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Ms. Hammond too, was concerned that all residents hadn’t been notified.   

Mr. Beckerleg explained letters were sent to all property owners in June, and there were also notices published in 
the news paper, then this last notice that was mailed to all property owners. 

Mr. Beckerleg further explained that the special assessment cannot be approved contingent upon an agreement.   

Mr. Juidici stated the timeline is tight, but if approved tonight, the contractor would be able to start in the next few 
weeks; if approval is postponed it would back the start time up and with weather conditions, it could carry the work 
over to next year.   

Responding to Ms. Doyle, Mr. Beckerleg stated if postponed tonight, it would extend the window of time for 
residents to oppose the special assessment.  Also, if the public hearing is closed tonight with only one objection, 
the City’s liability exposure could possibly be between $5,000 and $7,000, unless the City lost at the tribunal, 
which he doesn’t think is likely.   

Ms. Doyle stated she is willing to risk the $5,000 to $7,000 to move this project forward.  She asked about any 
other agreements.  Mr. Beckerleg stated the only other agreement, is the $40,000 in question this evening. 

Mr. McDaniel asked Mr. Bright if the $40,000 agreement is a deal breaker for the entire special assessment 
project.  Mr. McDaniel also suggested lowering the $40,000 to $6,000 per objection.  Mr. McDaniel stated from 
the beginning of this process that he didn’t want to this to be a burden on other taxpayers, so he would expect to 
be reimbursed or indemnified for any tribunals.    

Mr. Bright stated he doesn’t have the authorization to make an agreement.  A special meeting would have to be 
called by the board to approve an agreement.   

Mr. Bright noted the agreement terms include 5% interest, when at the beginning of this process they were to be 
between 2% and 5%.  The City stands to make between $350,000 and $550,000.   

Mr. Beckerleg noted that’s assuming everyone pays their portion, which is a dangerous assumption in this 
economy. 

Mr. Beckerleg suggested a show of hands of those in the audience.   

Lora Mariani, 240 Jotham, appreciates what Council and the City has done, noting the built in contingency could 
compensate for the $40,000 and asked for an affirmative vote tonight. 

Ms. Hammond again stated her concern that Mr. Perry received only one notice; how many others may not have 
received notice.   

Mr. Beckerleg stated the law requires that the mailing go to the last known address for a property owner.   

Ms. Mariani stated the association has made at least four internal communications to property owners, Mr. Bright 
has walked the community getting signatures from 82% of the homeowners, so she feels everyone has had some 
type of communication. 

Mr. Knight asked Mr. Auger if he still felt this should be put on hold because of the $40,000 agreement. 

Mr. Auger stated with only one objection, he would agree that this project should move forward because it 
benefits the entire community; however, it is a City Council decision. 

Ms. Hammond asked for a show of hands of Forester Square property owners against the special assessment 
district.  There were none. 

Mayor Pro Tem Hammond closed the public hearing at 8:12 p.m. 

Moved by Ms. Doyle; Seconded by Mr. Knight. 
RESOLVED: Move to adopt the attached resolution confirming the special assessment roll for Special 
Assessment District No. 2 in the amount of $1,330,000 to allow the repair and completion of the 
construction of certain roads located in the Forester Square at Auburn Village Condominium 
Development.  

VOTE: Yes:  Doyle, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
   No: None        Motion carried (5-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.153 
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8b. Motion – Public Hearing/Motion – Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 54, Solid 
Waste 

Mayor Pro Tem Hammond opened the public hearing at 8:16 p.m.   

Carol Roach, a Squirrel Road resident, doesn’t feel there was sufficient time spent on the ordinance from her 
perspective.  She isn’t fond of the word certain – certain residential properties are rather vague. The certain term 
isn’t vague but it isn’t described in the ordinance as to who would be affected.  Section 54-118 describes 
payments to the City; during conversations she didn’t think the City would be receiving payments.  Her biggest 
concern is in Section 54-120, with a billing due date 14 days after the bill is generated and currently she has 30 
days to submit payment.    She is also concerned with the penalties and late payments; receiving a notice in the 
middle of September and if isn’t paid by October 1

st
 you would end up on a delinquent list.  The payment and 

penalties are vague and it should be reviewed. 

Mr. Beckerleg explained ‘certain residential properties’ is stated because apartments, mobile home parks and 
some condominiums will not be required to follow this ordinance.  The billing language came from the RFP and 
Council can change the language.  Regarding Section 54-118, the title reads ‘Rates and payment to City for solid 
waste collection, recycling and disposal services’, but should be revised to read ‘Rates for solid waste collection, 
recycling and disposal services’. 

Ms. Doyle pointed out certain residential properties is explained at the beginning of the ordinance under the 
definitions portion. 

Mr. Beckerleg stated the ordinance must be approved prior to approving a single trash hauler; however, if the 
single trash hauler isn’t approved, the ordinance can be repealed. 

Ms. Roach also asked about the miscellaneous portion of the RFP and why those services aren’t more clarified.  
She was also concerned that the web site wasn’t updated with new information as suggested by Council at the 
previous meeting. 

Greg Szemyak, a Caroline Street resident explained after calling the City regarding a trash hauler, he was 
informed the City was going to a city-wide program.  He is concerned because he has a small dumpster service 
and isn’t pleased about having to pay another trash hauler as well. 

Ms. Hammond stated there is no opt-out option; however, there is a snowbird option for opting out for 13 weeks of 
service. 

Mr. Knight explained the single trash hauler is for the well-being of the community, there won’t be constant truck 
traffic on the streets trash cans sitting curbside almost every day of the week. He realizes there is a very small 
portion of the residents that don’t need this service, but the rates will drop dramatically for approximately 90% of 
the residents. 

Mr. Szemyak asked what would happen if he chooses not to pay the bill.  Mr. Beckerleg explained a lien would be 
placed on the property for the delinquent amount.  

Ms. Doyle explained there have been two town hall meetings and this has been in the works for a year or so, for 
the purpose of listening to the residents.  She noted one full truck equals 1,000 car trips, which destroys the 
roads.  This is a benefit for all residents and the roads will not deteriorate as quickly, saving tax payers money. 

Henry Glasgow, 2700 Glenrose, doesn’t now, nor has he had in five years trash pickup for the last five years and 
asked if there will be a cap on the fuel surcharge. 

Mr. Keenan explained there is no fuel surcharge.  The fuel rate is tied to an index that can fluctuate up and down.   
Continuing, Mr. Keenan explained the bidding process was opened to all trash haulers, but only three submitted 
bids. Waste Management, Rizzo Services and Republic Services. 

Ms. Hammond asked Council if they would prefer to hold off on voting until all Council members were present.  
Mr. McDaniel stated he would prefer all members be present.  Mr. Newkirk agreed with Mr. McDaniel. 

Responding to Mr. Auguer, Mr. Keenan stated the bids are valid for 180 days from the bid date.   

Mr. Auger asked Council how they wanted to proceed with the ‘may/shall’ language. 

Mr. Knight felt ‘may’ should be used, not ‘shall’. There will always be those people who won’t recycle; he prefers 
to allow residents to make that decision.   

Ms. Doyle agreed with Mr. Knight. 
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Mr. Keenan stated the bid results are effective until the first part of October. 

Mr. Beckerleg suggested that the public hearing be closed and to postpone making a decision until all Council 
members are present.  He will also make the change to Section 54-118 and use ‘may’ language. 

It was requested that the payment days be changed to 30 days as opposed to 14 days.  Mr. Beckerleg noted he 
would make that change as well if Waste Management didn’t oppose. 

Pat Greve, Waste Management representative stated the billing can be changed to 30 days.  He suggested 
Section 54-112 of the ordinance, it refers to existing trash hauler contracts with residents, be changed to read 
‘for the current term of the contract with no extensions or renewals’ and striking the word duration.  Mr. Beckerleg 
noted he and Mr. Greve had discussed this section earlier, and that was the intent of the paragraph.  If Council 
agrees, he will make the appropriate changes.    

A resident stated she had not read a copy of the ordinance, but she still is not in favor of the single trash hauler 
but will make the best of it.  She is however, concerned for all the seniors in the City with this cost.  She would like 
to see a paragraph or notation that if seniors have the inability to pay, they can contact the City for some type of 
help.   

Ms. Doyle noted there are many seniors who are paying outrageous rates currently, this will help them. 

Mr. Auger didn’t recommend an addition to the ordinance; our senior services are well aware when one of the 
seniors needs help.  

Mr. Knight agreed, the City takes good care of struggling seniors. 

Bill Lovelace, 3117 Hill Road, asked how recycling would be mandatory if you don’t have anything to recycle. 

Ms. Hammond stated recycling won’t be mandatory. 

Mr. Lovelace doesn’t recall the Think Green program being discussed at previous meetings, noted the additional 
charge.   

Mr. Keenan stated the Think Green program was presented as part of the initial proposal.  

Mr. Auger stated if a resident doesn’t want to participate in the Think Green program they don’t have to.  

Ms. Doyle explained many residents are not in favor of the Think Green program and Council may wish not to 
participate in that portion of the program.   

Ms. Roach was concerned with the disposal of light bulbs. 

Mr. Grice confirmed the City will continue with the hazardous waste program, and light bulbs are eligible.  

Ms. Doyle suggested that maybe the City could collect light bulbs more frequently than once a year if the need 
appears.   

Mr. Grice agreed they could look into that when necessary. 

Mayor Pro Tem Hammond closed the public hearing at 8:54 p.m. 

Moved by Ms. Doyle; Seconded by Mr. McDaniel 
RESOLVED: To postpone Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 54, Solid Waste to September 
12, 2011. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
   No: None        Motion carried (5-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.154 

8c. Motion – Consideration and Selection of Waste Hauler Vendor  
Moved by Mr. McDaniel; Seconded by Ms. Doyle 

RESOLVED: To postpone the consideration and selection of Waste Hauler Vendor to September 12, 
2011. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
   No: None        Motion carried (5-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.155 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS – none. 
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10. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND MOTIONS  

Ms. Doyle: 

 Thanked the staff for all of the great new signs advertising the farmers market. 

 The Pampered Pooch business downtown is up 30% since they moved to downtown Auburn Hills.  Also, 
For the Love of Animals which is a new animal clinic, with lost cost care is doing very well. They both 
asked about the possibility of a dog park. 

 Auburn Hills has had some great media coverage including the charging station downtown, and great 
coverage on the TIFA money. 

 Asked if it is policy for Boards and Commissions to utilize Fieldstone when catering an event.  Explaining 
a citizen based committee decided unanimously to use a particular caterer who is not an Auburn Hills 
business, and after the meeting a staff member pulled the Chair aside and suggested they use 
Fieldstone and not an outside source. Because of the unanimous vote, is it right to make the change? 

Mr. Auger explained staff has been advised to use businesses within the City, not necessarily 
Fieldstone.  Since it is taxpayers money, we should be supporting businesses within the City.  There are 
a few exceptions that can be made, possibly an ethnic event that would serve ethnic food that isn’t 
available here in the City.   

Mr. Knight felt the committee should continue with who they initially chose to cater the event, since there 
is no policy.  He does think Council should make known, that Auburn Hill companies should be used for 
any service prior to going outside.  

Mr. McDaniel suggested that a policy be written and adopted by Council, with a clarification that because 
a board or commission member has a family member working at a particular establishment, that it would 
be a conflict of interest to use that establishment. 

Mr. McDaniel: 

 Asked if there are rain sensors on the sprinkler system in the downtown area.  

Mr. Grice stated yes, but there is an afternoon cycle for the hanging baskets and elevated planter boxes; 
however, if the weather continues not being so hot, they will eliminate the afternoon watering. 

Mr. Knight: 

 He isn’t pleased with leaving the log cabin at its present location, it prohibits that area from being totally 
developed.   

 Is concerned with the e-coli report.  Asked if there anything Auburn Hills can do to correct the problem 
that Pontiac is having with the water treatment system or to monitor it more closely.   

Mr. Auger explained even though the report looks terrible, this is a step forward.  Mr. Keenan has worked 
diligently to get the reports and Pontiac has hired a private contractor who Mr. Keenan has developed a 
relationship and we’ll see improvements on those releases.  Those releases may have been happening 
for years, but now that we are aware of it and can watch the progress.  State law is now being followed 
and notification is taking place.  

Mr. Keenan noted one of the major releases was due to the big rain storm we had, as did most waste 
water treatment plants throughout Oakland and Macomb counties.  Also, the new contractor is making 
great progress in turning things around. 

 Asked that Mr. Melchert be notified of the need for fill on the west side of Featherstone.   

 Questioned when contracting are the employees of those contractors being verified as legal immigrants; 
he would like to make sure the City is checking and to include in contracts that all employees are 
working legally. 

 Mentioned a Dream Cruise party flyer is available.  

 Asked if Juniper would be widened while the funeral home is being rebuilt.  

 Presented an autographed copy of a cd from Justine Blazer, who performed Friday evening at the music 
in the park. 

Mr. McDaniel: 

 Regarding the log cabin, what is the status of the projects in that area. 
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Mr. Tanghe explained TIFA authorized the hiring of an architect to begin design work. The process is 
going to include a focus group of students, which will be converted to student center space.  There are 
plans to use the log cabin as a student center.  There will also be a design for graduate student housing 
project, which will be constructed along side the log cabin.  The two buildings will be very complimentary 
and eesign and construction drawings will be done by the end of the year and renovations will begin in 
Januarye.  Decks have been added and the parking has been reworked with curbing.  The entrance is 
now ADA compliant, most will be cosmetic improvements, interior design and furnishings.   

Ms. Hammond: 

 Even with bad weather National Night Out was phenomenal; a great job, a great turn out and a lot of fun.   

11. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – none. 

12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 Regarding a dog park, Oakland County has a great one in Orion Township and Oakland County 
residents can get discounted park passes. 

 Agreed the City has received great media coverage and will be receiving more with the Governor coming 
to town, the e-cars and something new. 

 The staff has been a doing a great job on budgets, but there are road projects we can’t keep putting off.  
The TIFA’s are putting up a large sum of money to put these projects through.   

 Ms. Hammond asked Mr. Tanghe to explain the property purchase the City just completed; Stan’s 
Dugout.   

Mr. Tanghe explained the purchase of Stan’s Bar & Grill was purchased with TIFA funds for the purpose 
of the graduate student housing project, with limited retail and a parking structure included.  The back 
parking lot behind Stan’s was needed to make this project work. The owner of Stan’s wouldn’t sell just 
the back parking lot, it was the entire site for $470,000.   

As of right now there are no plans to demolish the building, it is actively being marketed for hopefully a 
bar or restaurant.      

13. ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no objections, the meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 
 
 

_______________________________                                          ______________________________ 
Mayor James D. McDonald     Acting City Clerk Thomas A. Tanghe
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CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
RESOLUTION 

APPROVING A COMMERCIAL REHABILITATION EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR 
LEGEND VALVE AND FITTING, INC. 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, 

Michigan, held in the Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI 48326 on 
the 15th day of August, 2011. 

The following resolution was offered by Councilperson McDaniel and supported by 
Councilperson Newkirk. 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 210, 2005, M.C.L. 207.841 et seq., after a duly noticed 
public hearing held on the 18th day of April 2011, the City of Auburn Hills, established a 
Commercial Rehabilitation District, commonly referred to as the LVFI Real Estate Holdings, 
LLC Commercial Rehabilitation District; and 

 WHEREAS, Legend Valve and Fitting Inc. has filed an application for an Commercial 
Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate with the Clerk of the City of Auburn Hills with respect to 
proposed rehabilitation investment with the LVFI Real Estate Holdings, LLC Commercial 
Rehabilitation District; and 

 WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City Council of Auburn Hills held a 
hearing on the 6th day of June, 2011 at a regularly scheduled public meeting, at which time the 
applicant, the assessor, and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written 
notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said application; and 

 WHEREAS, completion of the proposed rehabilitation is calculated to and will at the 
time of issuance of the certificate have the reasonable likelihood to retain, create or prevent 
the loss of employment in Auburn Hills and establish a viable business in a currently vacant 
facility; and 

WHEREAS, the taxable value of the property proposed to be exempt plus the aggregate 
taxable value of property previously exempt and currently in force under Public Act 210 of 
2005 or under Public Act 198 of 1974 (IFT's) does not exceed 5% of the total taxable value of 
the City of Auburn Hills; and 

WHEREAS, the application is for commercial property as defined in section 2(a) of 
Public Act 210 of 2005; and 

 WHEREAS, LVFI Real Estate Holdings, LLC is not delinquent in any taxes related to 
the facility; and 

 WHEREAS, LVFI Real Estate Holdings, LLC has provided answers to all required 
questions under the application instructions to the City of Auburn Hills; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Hills requires that rehabilitation of the facility shall be 
completed by October 1, 2011; and 

 WHEREAS, the commencement of the rehabilitation of the facility did not occur more 
than six months prior to the filing of the application for exemption; and 

 WHEREAS, the application relates to a rehabilitation program that when completed 
constitutes a qualified facility within the meaning of Public Act 210 of 2005 and that is situated 
within a Commercial Rehabilitation District established under Public Act 210 of 2005; and 
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 WHEREAS, the rehabilitation includes improvements aggregating 10% or more of the 
true cash value of the property at commencement of the rehabilitation as provided by section 
2(j) of Public Act 210 of 2005. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the City Council of Auburn Hills that: 

1. The application for a Commercial Rehabilitation Facilities Exemption Certificate with 
respect to a facility on the following described parcel of real property situated within the LVFI 
Real Estate Holdings, LLC Commercial Rehabilitation District to wit;  

  T3N, R10E, SEC 26 PART OF SW 1/4 BEG AT PT DIST S 01-51-41 E 643.54 FT & N 88-07-19 E 8.89 FT 
FROM W 1/4 COR, TH N 88-07-19 E 18.81 FT, TH N 01-55-59 W 260 FT, TH N 88-07-19 E 20 FT, TH N 01-55-
59 W 144.58 FT, TH S 88-52-01 E 686.77 FT, TH N 01-06-39 E 30 FT, TH S 88-52-01 E 170.29 FT, TH S 00-09-
45 E 1152.26 FT, TH N 89-56-25 W 861.15 FT, TH N 01-55-59 W 113.53 FT, TH S 89-56-25 E 247.11 FT, TH N 
00-10-57 E 182 FT, TH N 89-56-25 W 253.83 FT, TH N 01-55-59 W 437.47 FT TO BEG 21.63 A Also Known as 
Tax Parcel 02-14-26-301-004. 

is hereby approved. 

2. The Commercial Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate shall remain in force and effect for a 
period of 10 years, and the starting date for the certificate is December 30, 2011 and the 
ending date is December 30, 2021. 

3. The total project investment approved is $2,000,000. 

4. Legend Valve and Fitting, Inc. agrees to operate the facility for which the Commercial 
Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate is granted for the term of the certificate, plus an additional 
four (4) years after the date of the expiration. 

                AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Doyle, Knight, 
McDaniel, Newkirk 

                NAYS:  None 
           ABSENT:  Mayor McDonald; Council Member Kittle 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED  11.08.149 (7d.) 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
                                     )ss 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly appointed Acting City Clerk for the City of Auburn Hills, 
Oakland County, Michigan do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 15th day of 
August, 2011. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this 22nd day 
of August, 2011. 

 _______________________________ 
 Thomas A. Tanghe, Acting City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 11.08.153 
 
 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
 

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL 
(RESOLUTION NO. 5) 

 
 At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, 
held in the Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 15th day of August, 2011, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Doyle and 
supported by Councilperson Knight: 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has considered construction of the proposed improvement described below 
and has requested the establishment of a special assessment district to finance and defray the cost of 
the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed improvement (the project) is the repair and completion of the 
construction of certain roads located in the Forester Square at Auburn Village Condominium 
Development; and  
 

WHEREAS, the project is intended to specially benefit properties identified in the special 
assessment district attached to this Resolution, which will be designated as Special Assessment District 
No. 2 (the district); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council, after a public hearing, approved the cost of the project in the 

amount of $1,330,000 and approved the district as a special assessment district against which one 
hundred percent (100%) of the cost of the project will be assessed; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the direction of the City Council, the City Assessor has prepared a 

special assessment roll allocating the total cost of the project to the properties within the district 
according to law and the directions of the City Council, and the Assessor has filed such roll with the City 
Clerk; and 

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing on the special assessment roll was set and duly noticed according to 

law for the purpose of hearing objections with respect to the special assessment roll; and 
 
WHEREAS, on August 15, 2011, the public hearing was conducted by the City Council in 

accordance with the notice. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved as follows: 
 
 1. The City Council has determined that it is satisfied with the special assessment roll, that 
the proposed assessments are in proportion to the benefits received or to be received as a result of the 
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project and that it would be appropriate to approve and confirm the special assessment roll and 
proceed with the project. 
 
 2. The special assessment roll for Special Assessment District No. 2 in the amount of 
$1,330,000 shall be and is hereby adopted and confirmed. 
 
 3. The City Clerk is directed to endorse and certify on the special assessment roll the date 
of this confirmation, which shall be final and conclusive for the purpose of the project unless the 
special assessment is contested in the Michigan Tax Tribunal within the time and manner provided for 
by ordinance and state law. 
 
 4. The special assessment against any property as made on the roll, or any part of such 
special assessment, may be paid in full on or before October 1, 2011 (the cash payment date). 
 
 5. All amounts of a special assessment not paid on or before the cash payment date shall 
be assessed against each property in the district in fifteen (15) approximately equal annual 
installments, the first of which will be due and payable on December 1, 2011, the second of which will 
be due and payable on December 1, 2012, and all subsequent installments shall be due and payable 
successively in intervals of twelve (12) months from the due date of the second installment. 
 
 6. Any portion of an assessment that has not been paid on or before the cash payment 
date shall bear interest until paid from December 1, 2011, at a rate equal to five percent (5%) per 
annum.  Interest shall be due on the due date of the principal assessment installment payments, as 
noted above, commencing on the date the first assessment payment is due, as stated above.  If any 
installment is not paid when due, the installment shall be deemed to be delinquent and a penalty shall 
be charged and collected as provided for in Section 58-19 of the Auburn Hills Code of Ordinances. 
 
 7. The City Clerk is directed to attach her warrant as required by law to the roll and to 
direct the roll, with her warrant attached, to the City Treasurer.  The City Treasurer shall collect the 
special assessments in accordance with the terms of this resolution, the City’s ordinances, the warrant 
and the statutes of the State of Michigan.  The City Treasurer shall mail statements of the special 
assessments to the respective owners or parties-in-interest as indicated on the last local tax 
assessment records for those properties included in the special assessment district, stating the amount 
of the assessment and the manner in which the special assessment may be paid.  The notice of special 
assessment mailed by the Treasurer shall contain a statement that the owner or any person having an 
interest in the real property may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal within thirty (30) days from the date of confirmation of the special assessment roll if that 
special assessment was protested at the hearing held for the purpose of confirming the special 
assessment roll. 
 
 8. All or any part of the unpaid special assessment may be paid at any time with interest 
accrued to the month in which the payment is made. 
 
 9. All special assessments contained in the special assessment roll, including accrued 
interest and any penalties, shall from the date of confirmation of such roll constitute a lien upon the 
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respective lots or parcels of land specially assessed in the special assessment district until such time as 
the special assessment, accrued interest and penalties, if any, are paid.  In the event that any of the 
properties in the special assessment district are sold, the special assessment, accrued interest and 
penalties, if any, must be paid in their entirety to the City as the time of the sale. 
 
AYES: Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Doyle, Knight, McDaniel, Newkirk 
NAYES: None 
ABSENT: Mayor McDonald, Council Member Kittle 
ABSTENTIONS: None 

RESOLUTION 11.08.153 ADOPTED 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
 )ss 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 
 I, Thomas A. Tanghe, acting as a representative of the City Clerk’s Offices of the City of Auburn 
Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
Resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 15th day of August, 
2011, the original of which is on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 
 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this 22nd day of August, 
2011. 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Thomas A. Tanghe, Acting City Clerk 
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