
December 19, 2011 
CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor McDonald at 7:00 p.m. 

LOCATION:  City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

         Present: Mayor McDonald, Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Doyle, Kittle, Knight, 
McDaniel, Verbeke 

          Absent: None 

 Also Present:  City Manager Auger, Assistant City Manager Tanghe, Police Chief Olko, DPS Director 
Melchert, Community Development Director Cohen, Water Resources Coordinator 
Keenan, Finance Director Barnes, City Attorney Beckerleg, City Engineer Juidici, TIFA 
Chair Bennett, TIFA Member Ardelean, Planning Commissioner Mitchell  

   12 Guests   

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4a. Regular City Council Meeting – December 5, 2011 
Moved by Ms. Doyle; Seconded by Ms. Verbeke. 

 RESOLVED: To approve the December 5, 2011 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes. 
VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.230 

4b. Executive Session – December 5, 2011 
4c. Executive Session – November 14, 2011 
4d. Executive Session – October 3, 2011 

Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Mr. McDaniel. 
RESOLVED: To approve the December 5, 2011, November 14, 2011, and October 3, 2011 Executive 
Session Council Meeting Minutes. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.231 

5. APPOINTMENTS & PRESENTATIONS  

5a. Motion – Approve City Council Board and Commission Appointments.  
(The following minutes are presented in a verbatim format as requested by the Council.) 

Mr. McDaniel:  “Mayor McDonald, is it still your intent to request that I be appointed to the Planning Commission? 

Mayor McDonald:  “Yes”. 

Well, I‟m sure this comes to no surprise to you since we have had several conversations regarding your desire to 
have me serve on the Planning Commission.  Again, as I have verbally stated in four different face-to-face 
conversations, as well as provided to you in writing, I am unable to serve on that committee due to my prior 
family obligations and commitments.  Because of these reasons, I do not have the availability to be a participant 
and cannot attend the meetings.  For whatever personal reason you still wish to appoint me to the Planning 
Commission and this intent I feel is not being done in the best interest of the City, its residents or this Council.  
So with that, I must respectfully decline your offer and the appointment to the Planning Commission. 

Again, I will reiterate, I am more than willing to serve on a different committee, which does not conflict with my 
prior family obligations and commitments”.  

Mayor McDonald:  “Like you say, Mr. McDaniel, we talked three or four times on this.  The first time we talked 
you said you could not be on the Planning Commission because it‟s on Tuesdays and that particular night your 
young daughter, you‟re going to give her gymnastics lessons and so I told you at that time that if you desired you 
could leave the meeting early for a family obligation or come to a meeting late, I said you could do that.  Then 
you told me that you‟re going to be playing basketball one night.  So once again I made an effort to help you out 
there.  I said that maybe it was possible to have a Council member serve for the three or four months while that 
basketball season is taking place and then you could go on the Planning Commission.  After that you tell me that 
Tuesday nights are out completely, so I once again told you it used to be on Thursdays and I would talk with the 
staff and the Chair of the Planning Commission to see if that could possibly be changed back to Thursdays, 
which it can be, I notified you of that.  You then tell me that Thursdays are out, so then you tell me that basically 
you can‟t serve on that committee because of family obligations.  So, Mr. McDaniel, my question to you is, you 
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just got reelected, you know the various boards that this board has to serve on, and you know what my 
philosophy is, I want all the Council members to serve on all these boards so they have a strong feel of how this 
City operates.  So if you would please tell me, knowing that, why you are refusing this. These family problems 
are issues of basketball could not have just come up”.   

Mr. McDaniel:  “Mr. Mayor those issues are not the inclusive issues as I have discussed with you.  Again, we 
didn‟t get anywhere with our several face-to-face conversations.  I don‟t see the need or the benefit to discussing 
this in this forum, I don‟t see us getting anywhere else.  So again I respectively decline the appointment of the 
Planning Commission”.   

Mayor McDonald:  “Okay, let me ask you one more question, prior to the election, the mayor and mayor pro tem, 
you actively sought the mayor pro tem‟s job and talked to me personally before that meeting to try and get my 
support for that.  Knowing the mayor pro tem‟s job takes up more than one day per month like the Planning 
Commission may do, why would you even entertain that thought?”   

Mr. McDaniel:  “Mr. Mayor, again, I‟ve discussed all of this with you it‟s not getting anywhere.  I think for the sake 
of not wasting everybody‟s time, I again, respectively decline the appointment to the Planning Commission”. 

Mayor McDonald:  “I guess, in my 23 years here on Council, you are the first Council person that has ever 
refused any position on this board.  It‟s very frustrating, especially, shall I say, just get re-elected and knowing 
how this board operates to come up with these excuses or whatever they may be.  What‟s to stop the rest of this 
board, for whatever reason, to say „I can‟t serve on this board because of an obligation I have‟.  Sooner or later 
all these boards would be absent a council member”. 

Mr. McDaniel:  “Well, as you know Mayor, there isn‟t actually any where a council member shall serve on an 
additional board.  However, as I stated before, my family obligations are priority to me and for that reason again, 
I decline the appointment and the offer to serve on the planning commission.  It is not that I do not want to, it is 
not that I have a desire or want to serve the committee or any other or committee, it is simply because as I have 
stated I have prior family obligations, which are my prior family obligations that prevent me from attending those 
meetings.  I do not feel it is in the best interest of the City to place my name on a roster of a committee on which I 
am not able to attend”.   

Mr. Kittle: “Mr. Mayor?” 

Mayor McDonald:  “Mr. Kittle?” 

Mr. Kittle:  “May I interject?  Relative to the first council member that ever had a , If it would serve the council at 
all I would be willing to carry over onto the Planning Commission until such a time that‟s deemed appropriate and 
I‟d also be willing to accept the Tax Abatement Review committee.  I could run those in parallel if need be to help 
resolve the conflict”.   

Mayor McDonald: “Well, and you know Mr. Kittle, I did talk to you on this.  Two years ago I reappointed you to 
the planning Commission, because at that time Mr. McDaniel  says could I please put him on a another 
committee that didn‟t meet as regular as the Planning Commission, because he had a young daughter”.  

Mr. McDaniel:  “That‟s not true”. 

Mayor McDonald: “So I reappointed to you to that”. 

Mr. McDaniel: “My daughter wasn‟t even born two years ago, Mr. Mayor so…” 

Mayor McDonald: “Well, next coming up. So I told you I did not want to reappoint you to a third time straight on 
the Planning Commission”.     

Ms. Doyle: “Mr. Mayor?” 

Mayor McDonald: “Ms. Doyle?” 

Ms. Doyle: “This is really unfortunate, you know we all feel bad about this, and I hate to see a situation happen 
like this.  I‟d just like to comment that I really understand why you feel Mr. McDaniel, who‟s the only Council 
Member who has not served on the Planning Commission yet, should have that experience.  I can also 
understand Mr. McDaniel who‟s working full time and has very young children, a second baby just born, there 
may be some extra pressures of how much he‟s at home, I don‟t know, I can understand that.  I would hope we 
can reach some kind of compromise here.  And really, I wondered Mr. McDaniel, if you would consider basically 
making a commitment to serve on that Planning Commission, let‟s say in one year?  Perhaps Mr. Kittle or 
somebody else the Mayor thinks should serve to give you a little breathing room there, but from your part, would 
you be willing to say okay, I appreciate that, give me a little breathing room, sort of get things going, in a year I‟ll 
step up and get that important experience?”     
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Mr. McDaniel:  “Ms. Doyle, I do appreciate the comments that you‟ve made. As I said, I discussed face to face 
with Mr. McDonald the issues that are apparent with my family obligations do not totally consist of taking my 
daughter to gymnastics‟ lessons and am committed to that. They go deeper than that. I have expressed that to 
the Mayor. I cannot tell you what will happen in a year, I cannot tell you what will happen in 2 years.  I am not in  
a position right now to make that commitment when I don‟t know the status of my family. By all means, I would 
love to serve on that committee; I think it is a very important committee.  I think it‟s a, would be a great 
experience to get on that committee. I am well aware, I have spoken with several members on that Board as to 
how much work they are actually doing for the City. When I commit to something, I‟d like to make sure that I am 
doing a good job. I would like to make sure that I can commit the time. If I can‟t attend those meeting, I can‟t do 
that. That is the only thing I can say.  I don‟t know why, you know, I don‟t see us appointing another member of 
the city, another resident and telling them that you shall serve on this committee. It just doesn‟t happen. I would 
love to serve on this committee, and if it works out I will do that. But right now I have prior obligations that have 
been well prior to this election that the Mayor is aware of that keeps me from attending those meetings. Again, it 
is not that I do not want to, it is that I simply cannot. If I could make it work, I would, but I cannot make it work. I 
must respectfully decline the appointment to this committee”. 

Mr. Knight:  “Mr. Mayor”. 

Mayor McDonald:  “Mr. Knight”. 

Mr. Knight:  “Would you consider a motion to approve all but the planning commission at this time, leaving that 
open and with the understanding that until a new appointment is made the current appointment continues? I 
believe that is Mr. Kittle, is it not, on the Planning Commission?” 

Mayor McDonald:  “Yes.” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “If I could add something to that, Mr. Knight, I have expressed this on numerous occasions and I 
have also spoken to Mr. Kittle, the last conversation that I left the Mayor with, he said that he would reach out to 
the other Council members and see if one of them would be willing to switch. I was definitely open to serving on 
another committee that met on a different night that would be suitable for me to be able to make the meetings.  
Mr. Kittle generously offered, and I appreciate that, Mr. Kittle, offered to switch committees, and I would remain 
on the Tax Abatement Review Committee and serve that and continue to serve that very important committee 
however that offer is still out there on the table and I am open to that. I am also open to serving on a different 
committee that meets at a different time. You know, when you are working full time and are the sole provider and 
you work and your wife stays home with the two kids, I have to commit to the obligations I have.  And that is 
where I would like to leave it.” 

Mr. Knight:  “I asked the Chair if the Chair was willing to accept a motion without the appointment to the Planning 
Commission with the understanding that until you appoint a new person the old person continues, by by-law. I 
am asking if he would accept that motion or if” … (unable to decipher – 2 persons speaking). 

Mayor McDonald:  “Mr. McDaniel, Tuesday nights are out, Thursday nights are out, what about Wednesdays?” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “Mr. Mayor.  I have already expressed to you my concerns to you and again, I decline my 
appointment to the Planning Commission”.  

Mayor McDonald:  “I didn‟t say that. I said if Tuesday nights are out, and Thursday nights are out, are 
Wednesday nights available?” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “Mr. Mayor. Again, I decline the appointment to the Planning Commission.” 

Mayor McDonald: “I am not putting you on the Planning Commission. I am saying, Tuesday nights are out, 
Thursday nights are out, are Wednesday nights in?” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “I am going to have to check with my boss at home, my wife, so I can let you know and get back 
to you.” 

Mayor McDonald:  “Truly, I don‟t understand why you ran for re-election. You were elected to serve the people, 
and one of those functions and obligations is to serve on a City board. Not necessarily at your pleasure or 
whatever it may be.” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “It‟s not an obligation, for one, to serve…” 

Mayor McDonald: “Well, then you don‟t take this seriously.” 

Mr. McDaniel: “I do take this very seriously and I was elected to a four year term and I plan to serve the residents 
for the next four years, and I have done a very good job in the last, previous four years, because that is why I am 
here for the next four. I don‟t know why it‟s, to me, for some personal reason you feel the need to…” 

Mayor McDonald:  “To serve the Board.” 



City Council Minutes – December 19, 2011 
Page 4 of 10 

Mr. McDaniel:  “And I have no objections to serve a Board.  I told you I would be willing to switch Boards with Mr. 
Kittle, and he‟s offered, and all of Council can be represented.” 

Mayor McDonald: “I am well aware that you have served on that board for the last two years, and my philosophy 
is to get these Council members on various boards and not remain on the same one so they are well versed in 
how the City operates.” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “Mr. Kittle, have you served on the Tax Abatement Review committee before?” 

Mr. Kittle:  “Yes, I have.” 

Mr. McDaniel: “Okay”.  

Mayor McDonald: “If you are on the Council long enough you are going to serve on all of them. Let me ask you a 
question. Have you served on the Planning Commission?” 

Mr. McDaniel: “No. Mr. Mayor, I have already expressed all this to you in a face to face conversation. I really 
don‟t know the point in going around and around and wasting everyone‟s time”. 

Mayor McDonald: “Then, I guess you need to check with your boss on Wednesdays because I do have a 
committee.” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “If you would like to speak with me about that committee and find out at that time well then we can 
go with that.” 

Mayor McDonald: “I just want to know if you are available. Do you mean you want to pick and choose what 
committee you are on? “ 

Mr. McDaniel:  “Yes, I am going to say yes or no to a committee based on when it meets, how much time is 
involved in it, and how it fits with my prior family obligations. That is what I am telling you.” 

Mayor McDonald: “So in other words, the election of a City Council person is not a high priority for you to serve in 
this…” 

Mr. McDaniel:  “I did not say that, Mr. Mayor, please tell me where it says that you shall appoint a Council 
Member to a committee and that you shall do it. You are not anyone of our bosses. We confirm the 
appointments. 

Mayor McDonald: “I appoint, the Council confirms.” 

Mr. McDaniel: “This is pretty interesting.” 

Ms. Verbeke:  “Mr. Mayor, I believe Mr. Knight asked a question that hasn‟t had a response.” 

Mayor McDonald:  “I will not do that. I will not put Mr. Kittle back on the Planning Commission.  Ms. Verbeke, 
would you like to serve on the Planning Commission? 

Ms. Verbeke:  “On a temporary basis?” 

Mayor McDonald:  “Until we get a replacement. Would you like to serve that out?” 

Ms. Verbeke:  “I would serve.” 

Mayor McDonald: “Great, then I will put you on and put Mr. McDaniel in your spot”. 

Mr. McDaniel:  “That is absolutely fine with me, Mrs. Verbeke, I appreciate it, and you do not have to do it. If your 
schedule permits you to do it, I know you have 5 small children, so…” 

Ms. Verbeke:  “You are welcome.” 

Mr. Knight:   “Are you ready for a motion?” 

Mayor McDonald:  “Yes.” 

Mr. Knight:  “I move to confirm the appointment of City Council members Anne Doyle to the Public Safety 
Advisory Committee, Maureen Hammond to the Zoning Board of Appeals and Retiree Health Care & Pension 
Board;  Bob Kittle to the Tax Abatement Review Committee; Henry Knight to the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority and the Economic Development Authority; Kevin McDaniel to the Beautification Advisory Commission; 
Cheryl Verbeke to the Planning Commission, Jim McDonald to the Retiree Health Care & Pension Board. 

Supported by Ms. Verbeke. 

Mr. Kittle:  “Comment. I really hope it wasn‟t something I said at the Planning Commission.” 

Ms. Verbeke:  “As a member of the Planning Commission for 13 years we really enjoyed having Mr. Kittle as a 
commissioner.  Thank you for all your time there.” 

Mayor McDonald:  “We are ready to vote.” 

Motion carried unanimously. 
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(NOTE:  End of verbatim minutes.) 

Moved by Mr. Knight; Seconded by Ms. Verbeke. 
RESOLVED: To  confirm  the  appointment  of  City  Council  Members  Anne  Doyle  to  the  Public  
Safety Advisory Committee; Maureen Hammond to the Zoning Board of Appeals and Retiree Health 
Care & Pension Board; Bob Kittle to the Tax Abatement Review Committee; Henry Knight to the 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority and the Economic Development Authority; Kevin McDaniel to 
the Beautification Advisory Commission; Cheryl Verbeke to the Planning Commission; Jim 
McDonald to the Retiree Health Care & Pension Board. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.232 

5b. Motion – Confirm Reappointment of Jack Brocklebank to the Election Commission. 
Moved by Mr. Knight; Seconded by Ms. Hammond. 

RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointment of Jack Brocklebank to the Election Commission for a 
term ending December 31, 2015. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.233 

5c. Motion – Confirm Reappointment of Terry Carpenter to the Election Commission. 
Moved by Ms. Hammond; Seconded by Mr. Kittle. 

RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointment of Terry Carpenter to the Election Commission for a term 
ending December 31, 2015. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.234 

5d. Motion – Confirm Reappointment of Chester McFadden to Public Safety Advisory Committee.  
Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Ms. Doyle. 

RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointment of Chester McFadden to Public Safety Advisory Committee 
for a term ending December 31, 2013. 

VOTE: Yes:   Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.235 

5e. Motion – Confirm Reappointment of Jay Boelter to Public Safety Advisory Committee. 
Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Mr. McDaniel. 

RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointment of Jay Boelter to Public Safety Advisory Committee for a 
term ending December 31, 2013. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.236 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

David Lonier, 1842 Commonwealth, expressed his concern with the SMART meters regarding health, safety and 
privacy issues.  He is also concerned with the numerous cell towers and antennas, causing radiation effects on 
the environment.  He requested Council pass a resolution to prohibit these meters from being installed and that 
the residents decide if they want the installation of meters.  

Pauline Holton, a Shelby Township resident, distributed information regarding the effects of the SMART meters 
and requested the City join other communities on the moratorium of these meters. 

John Holton, a Shelby Township resident, explained seven communities have currently signed a resolution for a 
moratorium for the meters.  He doesn‟t approve of DTE forcing the SMART meters on residents. 

City Attorney Beckerleg stated the City Council doesn‟t have the authority to prevent SMART meters from being 
installed. 

Glenna Long, Anita Christian, Sue Krause, Jim Jacarski, Ron Keller and a Squirrel Road resident all agreed that 
SMART meters are dangerous and should not be required, and requested  Council to sign a resolution for a 
moratorium on the meters. 
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7. CONSENT AGENDA 

It was requested that Items 7c., 7g. and 7h. be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

7a. Board and Commission Minutes 
 7a.1. Tax Abatement Review Committee – October 10, 2011 
  7a.2. Planning Commission – October 25, 2011 
 7a.3. Beautification Advisory Commission – October 26, 2011 
 7a.4. Planning Commission – November 29, 2011 
 7a.5. Board of Review – December 13, 2011 
 7a.6. Tax Increment Finance Authority – December 13, 2011 

7b. Motion – Approve Another Amendment to 2009 Federal Justice Assistance Grant 
RESOLVED:  To approve the amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement Between and Among 
Participants in the 2009 Federal Bureau of Justice Assistance Edward Byrne Justice Assistance Grant 
Program. 

7d. Motion – Approval of the OHM Scope of Engineering Services for the 2012 Pavement Maintenance Program 
RESOLVED: To approve the costs associated with the Scope of Engineering Services provided by 
OHM Engineering Services where the City will be charged on a time-and-materials basis for the not-to-
exceed amount of $ 65,000.00 to support the 2012 Pavement Maintenance Program. 

7e. Motion – Approval of the OHM Scope of Engineering Services for the Opdyke Pathway Improvements 
Featherstone to Walton Blvd. 

RESOLVED:  To recommend the approval of the OHM Scope of Engineering Services, provided on an 
hourly basis in an amount not-to-exceed $69,000.00. And further, to authorize the City Manager to 
approve the necessary change orders to bring the project to a successful conclusion.  Funding is to be 
provided by TIFA B, Account No. 27360/83973. 

7f.  Motion – Approve Ravens Youth Football as a Non- Profit Organization 
RESOLVED: To approve the resolution recognizing the Ravens Youth Football as a non-profit 
organization. 

Moved by Mr. McDaniel; Seconded by Ms. Verbeke. 
RESOLVED: To approve Consent Agenda Items 7a., 7b., 7d., 7e., and 7f. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.237 

7c. Motion – Approval of purchase and implementation of BS&A Building Department.Net and Field 
Inspection.Net software modules from BS&A Software 

Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Ms. Hammond. 
RESOLVED: To approve the purchase and implementation of BS&A Building Department.Net and 
Field Inspection.Net software modules from BS&A Software in the amount of $19,160. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.238 

7g. Motion – Approve Reporting Requirements to Satisfy GASB 54 Statement 
Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Mr. Knight. 

RESOLVED: To adopt the resolution declaring that the fund balances of Street Improvement, Park 
Improvement, Sidewalk Improvement, and Storm Water Improvement will be classified as Committed 
fund balances in accordance with GASB 54 beginning with the City’s 2011 audited financial 
statements.   In addition, move to adopt resolution declaring delegation authority to the City Manager, 
Assistance City Manager, Finance Director and the Deputy Finance Director for designating certain 
fund balances in accordance with GASB 54 as being assigned or partially assigned. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.239 

7h. Motion – Approve Employer Opt-out of Public Act 152 for Patrol Unit Employees 
Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Mr. McDaniel. 
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RESOLVED: To adopt the attached resolution (Attachment A) which shall exempt employees of the Patrol 
Unit from health care premium sharing for the period of January 1 through December 31, 2012. 

VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.240 

8. OLD BUSINESS 

8a.  Public Hearing / Motion – Second Reading and Final Adoption of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 54, Solid 
Waste, of the Auburn Hills City Code 

Mayor McDonald opened the public hearing at 8:35 p.m. 

Pat Greve, Waste Management representative asked if he could answer any questions. 

Mayor McDonald stated he was disappointed in the lack of information given to the residents and asked if any 
more information would be sent to residents. 

Mr. Greve explained the ordinance required 30 day notice prior to service to begin.  In October, a FAQ type letter 
was mailed to residents explaining they would be receiving a bill, a recycle bin and other information.  After the 
initial letter was mailed, there was information included in the water bill with contact phone numbers for any 
questions as well as information being available on the City‟s website for those with access.  The bill did follow, in 
compliance with the ordinance, on or about December 1

st
.   

The bins were received from the supplier and distribution of those bins, with the flyers, started taking place 
December 12

th
.  Mr. Greve drove through some areas of the City, noting the majority of the bins dropped off curb-

side had been picked up by the residents.  Many calls have been coming in and are being answered by customer 
service; but some of the issues such as a resident not wanting the service are more difficult to resolve.  Customer 
service is requesting names and numbers of those residents and being forwarded on to be answered.   

Mayor McDonald wished there had been an explanation sent with the billing regarding the single trash hauler, 
which would have resulted in an easier transition for the residents.  Mayor McDonald was expecting the residents 
to be flooded with information. 

Mr. Greve apologized that the rollout wasn‟t handled the way Council expected. Mr. Greve noted that prior to a 
contract with Waste Management the City had done a wonderful job on keeping the residents informed of the 
prospect of a single waste hauler.  

Mr. Greve stated there hadn‟t been many complaints or questions from residents, with the exception of what day 
their pick-up would be.  He noted Waste Management handled the roll-out of the program, similar to the way it 
has been done with other communities; however, the timing was difficult because of the ordinance restriction. 

Mayor McDonald explained a resident had contacted him, wanting to pay an annual rate for trash pick-up and 
called the 800 number, which was automated.  After all the prompts the resident still wasn‟t able to talk with a 
person, and ended up calling the Wixom phone number.  Why with a roll-out program, isn‟t there a live person to 
talk with and answer questions? 

Mr. Greve stated there are 50+ live agents at the 800 number.  It‟s possible the resident called after hours.  
Because some residents have credit balances from being previous customers, and some residents that choose 
not to have yard waste, the amounts vary.  That‟s why an annual amount was not included on the bills. 

Mayor McDonald asked what would be done about the vacant homes. 

Mr. Greve explained the City had provided Waste Management with a list of homes that were vacant.  If the City 
wasn‟t 100% sure the home was vacant, then they were provided a bin for service. There is vacancy waiver 
process for those vacant homes not to be billed. 

Ms. Hammond would have preferred to see an annual amount on her bill.  She is a current Waste Management 
customer and wasn‟t able to pay her bill on line, as she has in the past.  Also, some residents inquiring as to an 
annual amount were given comments such as multiply the amount on the bill by four or others didn‟t know at all.   

Ms. Verbeke stated she had called requesting an annual amount.  She was told an amount that included the trash 
container and had she not know the trash container was not mandatory she would have paid that amount.  She 
suggested that customer service better explain to customers the fees and what they do and don‟t include.   

Mr. Greve stated he remembers the call and has since created a matrix of all the possibilities for the customer 
service representatives to refer to for new customers.  

Ms. Doyle stated she has a number of questions, many of which came from Heritage in the Hills. The flyer states 
clear glass only, what about wine bottles?   
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Mr. Greve explained all clean glass can be recycled, the recyclers are not going to pick through the bin and leave 
the colored glass on the curb.  There are places that will use the colored glass.  The flyers that were distributed 
are from the independent recycle facility.   

Mr. Greve stated if in doubt of whether to put something in a recycle bin or not, error on putting it in the bin and 
suggested if able, everyone should tour a recycle facility and learn about the process and the ability to separate 
items.   

Ms. Doyle also noted the need to make available an annual amount and the benefit of paying annually; noting the 
fuel cost.  She also reiterated the need of the customer service reps being better prepared to answer questions; 
noting one resident wished to pay annually with the snowbird provision, but wasn‟t able to receive the information. 

Another issue is these residents are being billed for yard waste, when none of them should be.  

Mr. Greve stated he is aware of the matter and is in the process of correcting the error.  

Ms. Doyle mentioned many of the Heritage in the Hills residents are snow birds and many are already gone.  The 
bins of those residents who are gone, have been turned up-side down and the flyers that were in the bins are now 
littering the neighborhood.  

Mr. Greve stated the crews had gone back to those snow-bird homes to pick-up the bins, but the bins had already 
been picked-up by the neighborhood maintenance and placed in the homeowners‟ garages.  

Mr. McDaniel suggested the delivery of the bins be done more carefully; he witnessed someone sitting and 
chucking the bins from the back of a pick-up truck as it moved along.  He personally didn‟t receive the information 
that was included in the bins, assuming it had blown away when the bins was tossed. 

Mr. Kittle too, was disappointed in how Waste Management proceeded with the process of distributing 
information, bins and bills.  Also, the lack of knowledge of customer service and not being prepared to answer 
questions was very disappointing.  He noted this was a very big deal to the City, though it may not have been for 
Waste Management; from an execution point, this was a disaster.  He didn‟t understand why a snow-bird option 
wouldn‟t be available until next year for customers.  

Mr. Greve noted the back of the packet has adhesive that should have been adhered directly to the bins. 

Mr. Greve apologized and stated he would talk with the customer service manager first thing in the morning to 
resolve all the issues.   

Mr. Kittle asked about the fuel price that was set at the start of this process, $3.86 per gallon; was that diesel fuel 
or unleaded gas.  

Mr. Greve stated it is diesel fuel and is based on the mid-west fuel index benchmark, and doesn‟t know what the 
benchmark is today.  

For clarification, Mr. Greve stated the comment on the bill stating service cannot be terminated, but can be 
disrupted for snow birds.  And he confirmed, not all 96 gallon trash carts are the same. 

Mr. Knight stated he hopes the federal government will establish a price of diesel fuel the first of the year and it 
will be reported to the City Manager to know exactly where it starts.   

Mr. Greve agreed to pass the information on to the City Manager as stipulated in the contract; however, the base 
has already been set at $3.86 at the time of the agreement.   

Ms. Verbeke requested the Council see a copy of the next bill prior to being mailed, possibly being able to make 
adjustments or notes. 

Joe Yoblonski, 161 Robert Ct., explained he is retired and on social security and cannot afford to have garbage 
collection.  He currently has someone take his one small trash bag and combine it with theirs.  

Mr. Auger stated the City is looking at different options, including discussing the issue with Senior Citizens 
Director Adcock. 

Karen Roach asked about Section 54-110 of the ordinance regarding the separation of mandatory recycling 
materials, individuals living alone could be exempted from mandatory recycling, noting that particular section has 
been removed from the ordinance and asked why.   

City Attorney Beckerleg explained that recycling is not mandatory, but if you choose to recycle you must separate 
recyclable materials.   

Mayor McDonald closed the public hearing at 9:23 p.m. 

Moved by Ms. Hammond; Seconded Ms. Doyle. 
RESOLVED: To adopt an ordinance to amend Chapter 54. Solid Waste of the Auburn Hills City Code on 
second reading, to be known as Ordinance No. 11-839. 
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VOTE: Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
   No: None         Motion carried (7-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 11.12.241 

9. NEW BUSINESS – none. 

10. COMMENTS AND MOTION FROM COUNCIL 

Mr. Knight: 

 Wished all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 Announced his hot fudge was available. 

 Suggested anyone wishing to purchase a Christmas tree or wreath that River Church has them for sale 
and a portion of every sale is contributed to the Auburn Hills Boys and Girls Club. 

 The Boys and Girls Club could use volunteers, particularly in the computer room. 

Ms. Verbeke: 

 Wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Ms. Doyle: 

 Questioned if the water and sewer meters the City installed on homes is the same type of technology as 
the SMART meters. 

Mr. Auger stated yes, they are similar.  The readings can be done remotely and cuts down on labor costs 
of walking meter to meter.  Also, one reason bill costs are higher, is because the readings are more 
accurate.  

Ms. Doyle stated since the City already uses this technology, it would be difficult for Council to pass a 
resolution to not allow DTE to install meters. 

Mr. Auger explained he spoke with the Mayor of Rochester Hills and there is no moratorium in Rochester 
Hills or any of the other mentioned communities.  The resolution passed by the communities is to revisit 
the issue. 

 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all. 

Mr. McDaniel: 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone. 

Mr. Kittle: 

 Have a great end of the year, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy Holidays. 

Ms. Hammond: 

 “Well I didn‟t get into the debate earlier, but I just wanted to say I‟m extremely disappointed with how 
things went down this evening.  I think that we all have families, children and outside interests, but we 
still do our best to do what we were elected to do.   Other than that, Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to everyone.” (Verbatim) 

Mayor McDonald: 

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 Looking forward to 2012 and make great things happen again for the City. 

11. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT – none. 

12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 Regarding the TIGER III grant, the City was notified by the federal government that the City did not 
receive funding.  The State of Michigan only received one grant and that went to the Port Huron area; 
three went to Illinois.     

13. ADJOURNMENT 
Hearing no objections, the meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 
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Attachment A 

City of Auburn Hills, Michigan 
Resolution No. 11-12-240 

 
 
WHEREAS, Public Act 152 of 2011 was approved by the Michigan Legislature and signed into law by the 
Governor and was designed to lessen the burden of employee health premium costs on public employers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Hills accepts its role in identifying the most efficient way of managing limited 
financial resources including the way in which it elects to comply with Public Act 152; and  
 
WHEREAS, communities are given three options for complying with the requirements of Public Act 152, each 
having a distinct impact on the employees of each community; and  
 
WHEREAS, the three options available to the City are: 
 

1)  Apply the hard cap (capped dollar amount the Employer may pay toward an employee‟s annual 
health care premium costs - $5,500 single / $11,000 couple / $15,000 family) 

2) Adopt, by a 2/3 majority vote of the governing body, the 80/20% cost-sharing provision which permits 
the Employer to pay no more than 80% of health care premiums 

3) Adopt, by a 2/3 majority vote of the governing body, to exempt itself from the cost-sharing provisions 
of the Act for 2012 and in turn, revisit the issue for 2013. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council, with a required 2/3 majority vote, does hereby exempt the Patrol Unit from the 
requirements of the Act for 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes its responsibility to revisit its options again in late 2012 for 2013 and to 
take action to comply with Public Act 152 of 2011. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Auburn Hills hereby exempts its Patrol Unit employees from the 
requirements set forth in Public Act 152 for the period January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012. 
 
 
AYES: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, McDonald, Verbeke 
NAYES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
 )ss 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 
I, Thomas A. Tanghe, the duly qualified and appointed Acting City Clerk of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a 
regular meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 19th day of December, 2011, the original of which is 
on file in my office.In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this 20th day of December 
2011. 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Thomas A. Tanghe 
 Acting City Clerk 
 


